
Poplar Ridge  

 

I am excited to announce that after months of searching, a thorough interview process, and prayer Poplar Ridge Christian 

Church has hired a Youth Minister (6th-12th grade). His name is Matt Mangrum, and we are convinced that he will make an 

excellent addition to our staff team.  

 

After receiving all of Matt’s information and a packet detailing the many steps of our search process (including committee, 

youth sponsor, staff, and elder interviews), the combined board of deacons and elders met this past Tuesday (5-26-20). They 

unanimously approved of Matt and he will begin work this Monday, 6-1-20.   

 

Many things have stood out to us about Matt:  

● He grew up in Bristol, TN - Being a native of our area, he is familiar with our local schools and has a ministry network 

already in place. He was a student athlete (baseball) at Tennessee High School. Matt has expressed his desire to be 

back in the Tri-Cities area.  

● He has received a ministry degree from Johnson University and is currently pursuing a master’s degree from 

Johnson as well.  

● His experience in student government while at Johnson - During our reference calls and even interviews with Matt, 

his role in student government (president) was quickly noted. He was called on to form a team and rebuild. We are 

excited to see him use his organizational skills in our youth ministry setting.  

● He is aware of PRCC’s notable history in youth ministry - When he was a high school student, his youth ministry 

attended an event at PRCC. To this day, he recalls the warm welcome of our youth sponsors and the positive attitude 

of our students. He wants to help us continue that legacy.   

● He grew up in the Christian Church.  

● He came prepared to articulate a philosophy and strategy for youth ministry.  

● His philosophy aligns with ours.  
 

Matt is a very skilled and grounded young man fully capable of assuming this role. In addition, he welcomes the mentorship 

available through our staff. Though we are still operating with an abnormal schedule, we believe this to be the best time to 

hire a new youth minister. We have had conversations with Brad  regarding the idea of transitioning leadership at this time. 

He too believes this to be an opportune time, because recent disruptions make it easier for students to return to a new 

program. Matt and Brad are willing to work together to make the transition successful.  

 

In the coming days, we will sit down with Matt to do a video interview so that our church can get to know him better. In the 

meantime, here is a link to a message he gave last year at a student ministry retreat in Indianapolis.  

 

Sermon Link: https://youtu.be/uX3Oz5bniqk 

 

Love and Blessings 

Evan Wolfe 

Senior Minister, PRCC  

https://youtu.be/uX3Oz5bniqk

